
 

Dear Helen Haller Families, 

Conferences:  We are excited about our opportunity to partner with you and your child during conferences.  This is a 

great opportunity to share with the teacher any celebrations or concerns you may have.  It’s also a chance for teachers 

to share progress, concerns, and ways to help your student in the areas of reading, writing, math, and Social Emotional 

Learning.  Coming to your student’s conference is one of the best ways to share in their learning, gain new knowledge 

and ask questions.   

Title and LAP Teams:  There will be an opportunity to connect with our reading and math interventionists (Title and 

LAP), Betsy Smith and Sheri Suryan, respectively.  Mrs. Smith can share ideas about how to motivate readers, fun ways 

to practice certain reading skills and show how some online reading programs can work for you at home.  Mrs. Suryan 

can help with math questions, demonstrate how some of the models in our math curriculum work, help with 

motivation for math, and share how Homework Helpers work.  Both Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Suryan will hold evening 

programs this year to share best practices for helping your student in reading and math. 

All other specialists – Music, STEM, P.E., Success Academy, Library, Special Education Teachers, and our Academic/

Social Coach - will be available in their respective classrooms for you to meet and visit. 

Book Fair:  Our annual Scholastic Book Fair is back during conferences this year.  The Book Fair will be open  

November 18-22, so swing by and support the Book Fair. 

Reminder:  Please review the HHE Parent Student Handbook, going over the parent/student/school compact and 

signing and returning the back page.  We appreciate you taking the time to review the information and make plans for 

how we can all partner together for a successful year. 

Turkey Trot:  For those of you new to Helen Haller, PTO runs our biggest fundraiser of the year on the half day before 

Thanksgiving, November 27.  It’s a very fun event!  This year they are raising money to support our 6 Books for Summer 

program.  The Turkey Trot is two sessions where grades K-2 and 3-5 students run/walk/skip around the track.  There is 

a water station, snacks afterward, and lots of parent helpers.  I’ll be sporting a turkey suit, too.  

PTO would love your help, so make sure you are cleared as a volunteer through Sequim School District.  Access the 

volunteer clearance through www.sequimschools.org, then Resources, then Volunteer.  The sooner the better, and we 

would love to see you!   

Thanks for sending your student each day; it’s a privilege to have them at Helen Haller. 

     Becky Stanton, Principal 
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Right:  Patrick Caron joins 

4th grade students for a 

lively game of four square 

on the playground during 

recess. From left:  Kaylee 

Meyer, Khloee Taylor, Jack 

Sullivan and Mr. Caron. 

Left:  Uriah Hollowell from Melissa 

Novak’s Kinder class at work on a 

reading lesson in the computer lab, 

Jaxson Kamprud and Paraeducator 

Monica Gonzalez in background.  

All Haller students worked on 

 i-ready reading and math  

diagnostics in October.  
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Left:  One recent morning, River 

Baker Hendrickson, a Kinder in 

Stephanie Grotzke-Nash’s class, 

leans on her older sister Leia Baker 

Hendrickson, 5h grader in Toni 

Vincent’s class.  “I am hoping she 

will make some playground friends 

soon, but it is all still a little new to 

her,” said Leia.   

Haller Happenings 

Right:  5th graders from Brittney  

Rothwell’s class practice in music 

class for an upcoming choir  

concert.  Music teacher Laura  

Lorentzen runs them through a 

choreographed warm-up song that 

includes the Haller Heart  

hand gesture.  

Salmon artwork by 5th graders (below, from left) Adison Skaarer, Kaleb Delph, Austin Francis, Elizabeth Howard and Leila Sanderson. 

Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) 
Kelso’s Choices Conflict Management Program 

 Conflict or disagreement is normal and often happens when children get together.   
However, hurtful words, gestures or physical attacks are unacceptable ways to deal with conflict and disagreement at school.  

Our goal is to teach students several positive ways to deal with these difficult situations.   
To do this, we are asking students who have minor problems to try at least two of the following ideas: 

1. Go to another game or activity. 

2. Respectfully talk it over and listen to each other. 

3. Walk away from the problem. 

4. Ignore the problem behavior. 

5. Tell the person to stop the problem behavior. 

6. Apologize. 

7. Make a deal or compromise. 

8. Wait to cool off. 

9. Share and take turns. 
 
This process can be done before asking for adult help.  Of course, any  
serious or big problems require the student tell a trusted adult immediately. 
By using this plan, we believe that our students will develop effective  
problem-solving skills that they can use again and again.  It will help them to 
deal with conflict in a positive manner and to make appropriate  
decisions.  Knowing what to do will help students reduce stress and the 
number of conflicts they have at school and in their neighborhood. 
 
Jennifer Saul/School Counselor, jsaul@sequimschools.org 
and Marie Claire Bernards/SEL Specialist, mbernards@sequimschools.org 



 

Library Link  

This is a great time of year to curl up with a good book in the evenings!  

What are you reading? When children see the adults in their lives reading books for fun,  

they will be more likely to do the same.  

Our Book Fair will be set up in the Haller Library November 18—22. Get some early holiday 

shopping done or pick up some literacy loot because it’s too fun to pass up! Teachers will 

hand out raffle tickets at parent/teacher conferences for a free book drawing. Pop in to the 

Book Fair to enter the drawing (a purchase is not necessary to win).  We give away books to 

those entering the book drawing! Entries are at your teacher’s discretion and drawings takes 

place every Monday. Those drawn get to pick out a brand new book to keep! Book Fair 

profits are used to purchase library books and supplies, as well as student book giveaways.  

    

Volunteers are needed to help with the Book Fair!  

To sign up and receive more information, go to  

Scholastic Book Fairs Volunteer Sign In. 

  Make sure you have registered online as a volunteer 

with the District Office as well.   

Sheri Kruckeberg/Teacher Librarian 

skruckeberg@sequimschools.org or 360.582.3280. 
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Teacher librarian Sheri Kruckeberg 

answers a question for 3rd grader 

Landin DeLaOssa in the library. 

3rd grader Madelyn Bower from 

Ann Rigg’s class working on an 

assignment in the library. 

When to keep your child home from school: 

Generally speaking, your child can be around other kids 

once a fever has been gone for 24 hours and they are feel-

ing well enough to participate in school activities.  

If your child has been placed on an antibiotic for any  

reason, he or she should receive the medication for at least 

24 hours before being around other students. 

Schools are directed to have students with a rash illness, 

especially if a fever and/or other symptoms present, to be 

referred to a health care provider for diagnosis.  

There are a few conditions which require health care  

provider approval in order for your student to return to 

school.  For more information on When to Keep Your Child 

Home From School , visit the Sequim School  

District website under Health Services.   

Health Services staff will perform  

school vision and hearing screening for   

Kindergarten and grades 1, 2, 3, 5 and 7.  

 Please let us know of any questions or  

concerns you may have. 

Notice:  Sequim School District  

Annual Vision and Hearing Screening  

WAC 246-760-020 Frequency for Schools  

to Screen Children 

A school shall conduct auditory and distance vision and near 

vision acuity screening of children in Kindergarten and 

grades 1, 2, 3, 5 and 7; and those showing symptoms of  

possible loss in auditory or visual acuity and who are  

referred to the District by parents, guardians, school staff,  

or student self-report.                                                                                                                     

If resources are available, a school may: 

(a) Expand vision screening to any other grade; 

(b) Conduct other optional vision screenings at any grade 

using evidence-based screening tools and techniques; or 

(c) Expand vision screening to other grades and conduct  

optional vision screenings as outlined in  

(a) and (b) of this subsection. 

If resources permit, schools shall annually conduct auditory 

screening for children at other grade levels. 
(Statutory Authority: RCW 28A.210.020, RCW 28A.210.200,  

CW 43.20.050, and RCW 28A.31.030.) 

 Sonja Bittner, RN/ 

Sequim School District Nurse 

sbittner@sequimschools.org  

or 360.477.7728 

 

Cherie Hendrickson/Haller Health Clerk 

cherson@sequimschools.org  

or 360.582.3239 

The annual Scholastic Book Fair  

will be open during Parent/

Teacher conferences on  

Nov 19—22,  

so stop by the library 

and shop the Book Fair!   

From Our Nurse 

https://volunteer.scholastic.com/#/experience/login/4LqQASmQr
http://sequimschools.org/departments/Health/student_health_information/when_to_keep_your_child_home_from_school
http://sequimschools.org/departments/Health/student_health_information/when_to_keep_your_child_home_from_school


 

Visit our website at hhe.sequimschools.org! 

Haller PTO Staff Lunches 
Four times a year—in October, December, February and May  

(to coincide with Teacher Appreciation Week), Haller PTO members provide food, 
beverages and decorations for an awesome staff lunch.  The most recent event was 

on Thursday, October 3.  Here are comments from some Haller staff members: 
I feel so blessed to work at Haller with such an awesome caring PTO. Lunch was 

delicious! Thanks to the PTO also for my seating storage unit. My kids and I are so 
happy to have it. Many thanks! 

 Lorrie Corder/Kindergarten Teacher 
What a treat to have so many choices for lunch!  My personal favorite was the 
pumpkin pie with whipped cream!  Thanks to all our PTO people for 

making lunch such a special event.   
Patsene Dashiell/Assessment Paraeducator 

Please thank the PTO for the delicious lunch! It's always such a treat to 
have someone feed us. They take such good care of us!  

Mary Himley/Fifth Grade Teacher 
Today, I felt so fortunate to have the PTO offer us lunch because I was busy until late last night and didn't have a chance to eat 
dinner or to make a lunch for today.  It was so nice to have a huge selection of salads, meats and cheeses, along with a variety 

of breads for lunch.  The pumpkin pie was really good, especially lathered in whipped cream!  Thank you, PTO!  You really 
treat us great and we are lucky to have you in our school!   
It was all delicious!  Sheri Suryan/Title 1 Math Specialist 

So very thankful for the delicious and nutritious meal!  It’s always appreciated, especially since it excuses me from having to 
cook and pack a lunch. My favorite was the cauliflower and quinoa salad! Compliments to the chef!  

Melissa Sagara/Learning Support Center 
Our PTO is simply the BEST! Nachelle Jannetti/Speech Therapist 

Today's lunch was so lovely and delicious. It made my day special! Sonja Younger/ELL Instructor 
It was absolutely beautiful and so sweet of out PTO! We are wrapped in love and kindness! P.S. Recipes for the salads would 

be wonderful! Pattie Hagan/First Grade Teacher 
Thanks so much to our AMAZING PTO! The lunch today gave me a much-needed boost after a challenging morning.   

Sheri Kruckeberg/Teacher Librarian 
Amazing, stupendous, outstanding, wonderful, delicious, My tummy has been happy all afternoon. Thank you so much!!  

Amy Young/Speech Therapist 
That was an outstanding lunch. Thank you so much HHE PTO volunteers. You are much appreciated! 

 Eric Danielson/Fourth Grade Teacher 
I loved all the Fall bounty from parents and the variety of salads and delicious breads.  It sure makes having lunch a special 

occasion when we know we are getting the royal treatment from our wonderful PTO.  We certainly appreciate their attention 
and giving hearts.  Ione Marcy/First Grade Teacher 

Thanks so much to the PTO for providing such a FALLtacular spread of fine foods, lush salads and delightful goodies!   
Lori Himmelman/Speech Therapy Assistant 

 
 

Above:  PTO parents Lula Wakefield (L) and  

Christiane Johnson transformed the workroom on October 3 

into a fall harvest buffet lunch for staff members.   

Around 45 HHE parents signed up to bring dishes.  

Thanks, Haller PTO! 
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Helen Haller Elementary PTO holiday floral arrangement orders can 

be placed online at helenhaller.growingsmilesfundraising.com or 

turn in an order form to the office by November 12.  Poinsettias, 

wreaths and more are available.  Make checks payable to HHE PTO.  

Plant pick-up is December 4.  Have questions?   

Contact Michelle at sunvally@olypen.com. 

Or 360.477.9895.  

https://helenhaller.growingsmilesfundraising.com/home


 

Volunteers are greatly appreciated and needed!  

Annual Volunteer Registration can be completed online.  Go to www.sequimschools.org;  

under Resources, select Volunteers.  

Registration must be completed each year and you must be cleared before you can begin to volunteer,  

so please register as soon as possible! 

Safety First! 

Thanks to all drivers during AM drop-off and 

PM pick-up for taking extra care to be  

responsible and safe as road work  

on Fir Street continues. 

At left:  Drivers  

remain in their  

cars in the Haller 

pick-up lane  

and keep the line 

moving.  

Helen Haller Student Council’s  
3rd Annual 

PENNY WARS Fundraiser November 4—8 

Put your spare change toward a great cause!  All 
proceeds from our penny wars fundraiser will go to 

support new or improved  
equipment for the playground, plus other upcoming  

student council events! 

Pennies are “Positive”.  Here’s how it works: 

Containers for each grade are located at the front of the building. 

Each penny counts as one positive point for your  
student’s classroom. 

Silver coins or bills count as negative points for other classrooms.   
In other words, dropping a quarter in another classroom’s bucket 

takes 25 points from their total. 

At the end of the day on November 8, all change/points will be  
tallied and the classroom with the most 

points will win.   
 

So, go check  under your couch cushions, 
gather up all the coins in your car,  

and bring it on! 

PTO Turkey Trot 

 The annual Turkey Trot falls on November 27, 

the half day before Thanksgiving, and is  

always lots of fun!  

Haller’s biggest PTO fundraiser this year  

supports Six Books for Summer (free books for  

students to keep) and Author’s Visit projects.  

Two groups, grades K—2 and grades 3 - 5, will 

run/walk/skip around the track. A water station 

and snacks are provided, and parent helpers 

are on hand.  

A certain celebrity turkey is likely to make an 

appearance to cheer on our student  

participants as well!  

125th Sequim Irrigation Festival 

Button Design Contest 

The Button Design Contest for the 2020 Sequim Irrigation Festival 

is open to all students between grades 1—5 

within the Sequim School District boundaries.  

The entry deadline is extended to November 13.  

Entry forms with complete details are available 

in the Haller office.   

(2019 design at right) 
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Respectful * Responsible * Safe 

http://www.sequimschools.org/
http://www.sequimschools.org/Resources/volunteering
http://www.irrigationfestival.com/


 

Upcoming Events  School Hours 

Monday - 9:15 AM - 2:45 PM 

Tuesday—Friday - 8:15 AM- 2:45 PM 

Highly Capable Program 

Information Night for those interested in learning more about 

referrals/identification for the HiCap program is  

@ 6:30 PM on Wednesday, December 11  

at Sequim Middle School, room 809.  

December 2 through January 31—HiCap Referral Period 

Student Assemblies to Honor Veterans 

Haller students will present their annual 

program to honor veterans on Friday, 

November 8 in the Haller Cafeteria.  There 

will be two presentations of the program, 

with Kindergarten, grades 1 and 2 at 1:15 

PM, and grades 3, 4 and 5 at 2 PM.  Veterans 

of Haller families are invited to attend the  

program at either time.   

 

Thank a veteran for their 

service to our country.  

School Picture Retakes 
 November 6 

Bring original picture packet  
on Retake Day. 

Questions? Contact Lifetouch  
at 800.736.4753 

Non-Discrimination Statement:  Sequim School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national 

origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides 

equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following employees have been designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged 

discrimination: Title IX Coordinators, Civil Rights Compliance Coordinators: Mark Willis, mwillis@sequimschools.org, 503 N. S equim Ave., Sequim, WA 98382,  

(360)582-3360, and for Section 504/ADA Coordinator, Matt Duchow, mduchow@sequimschools.org, 503 N. Sequim Ave., Sequim, WA 98382, (360)582-3401.  

Nov 1 – NO SCHOOL – Professional Learning Day for Teachers 
Nov 3 – Daylight Savings Time (Fall Back 1 Hour) 
Nov 4—8—HHE Student Council’s Penny Wars 
Nov 4 – School Board Meeting @ 6 PM in Board Room 
Nov 5 – Election Day 
Nov 6 -  Picture Retakes (bring original picture packet) 
Nov 6, 7, 8— Boys & Girls Club closed for Auction Prep 
Nov 8 - Student Assemblies to Honor Veterans: Kindergarten, Grades 
1 & 2 @ 1:15 PM, and Grades 3, 4, 5 @ 2 PM, both in the Cafeteria 
Nov 9—Boys & Girls Club Annual Auction @ 5:30 PM  
Nov 11 - NO SCHOOL—Veteran’s Day Observed  
Nov 12—PTO Winter Fundraiser orders due, HHE PTO Meeting @ 6 
PM in the Library 
Nov 13– Irrigation Festival Button Designs due 
Nov 13 & 14—Lions Club Vision Screening 
Nov 14 - Grade 3 A Better You Concert @ 7 PM at SHS Auditorium 
Nov 18 – School Board Meeting @ 6 PM in Board Room 
Nov 18 – 22 - Scholastic Book Fair in HHE Library 
Nov 19 – 22—Early Release @ 11 AM for Parent/Teacher  
Conferences (Boys & Girls Club opens @ 11 AM) 
Nov 21—Shout Out Celebration @ 5:30 PM in Haller Gym 
Nov 27—  HHE PTO Turkey Trot, Early Release @ 11 AM (Boys & Girls 
Club opens @ 11 AM) 
Nov - 28, 29  NO SCHOOL—Thanksgiving 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 
 Sunday, November 3 @ 2 AM 

Register to VOTE: 

*By Mail 

*In Person 

*Online at MyVote 

Lost and Found 

Remind your student to 

check next to the  

Haller office for that  

missing jacket!   

Clothing items that are left 

on the playground are 

brought to the  

Lost and Found. 

Math Paraeducator  

Kyla Adolphe and  

3rd Grader Kendall  

Adolphe want to  

remind you to turn 

clocks back one hour 

before going to bed on 

Saturday night! 
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https://voter.votewa.gov/WhereToVote.aspx#/login

